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and her friends at the time there was, therefore, CHAP.
never any difficulty in directly replying to the de- ^^^^
claration which, for the first time, has latterly been i5?1-
set up as the second chief evidence of her acquaint-
ance with the design of the murder; but it is so far
from being the case that her adherents have avoided
mentioning Paris, that some of his last words to the
advantage of the Queen are appealed to in a publica-
tion which is nearly contemporaneous with the de-
claration ascribed to him. In the year 1571 Lesley,
Bishop of Ross, published at Li&ge his well-known.
Defence of Mary Stuart,1 and in it he ventured
not only to state a direct charge against her political
opponents as those who themselves had perpetrated
the murder on Darnley, but also added a positive
assertion to the effect that some of the subordinates
and condemned assistants in this deed, and especi-
ally Paris, had before their execution, by their con-
fessions, quite exempted the Queen from all blame.
" We can tel you," says Lesley, " that John Hay
of Galoway, that Powry, that Dowglish, and last
of al that Paris, al being put to death for this
crime, toke God to records, at the time of their
death, that this murther was by your Counsayle, In-
uention and Drift committed; who also declared,
that they neuer knew the Queene to be participant
or ware thereof. Wei we can farther tel you of the
greate goodnes of God and of the mightie Force of
the Truth; whereby, though ye have wonderfully
turmoiled and tossed, though ye have racked and
put to death aswel Innocents as Gultie, your owne

1 A Treatise concerning the cle-     Marie,  Queene of Scotlancle and
fence of the honour of the right     Downger of France.    Liege, 1571.
high, mightie, and noble princesse,